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Awards / Recognition

On November 17th, the Spartanburg County Parks Department, in partnership with the Spartanburg Conven‐
tion and Visitor’s Bureau, was awarded the 2018 USA Softball 12U Girls Fast Pitch National Championship. In
2015, the Spartanburg County Parks Department hosted the USA Softball 18U Girls Fast Pitch National Cham‐
pionship. The 2015 event had 104 teams (from 24 states), 4,000+ spectators and over 1,700 participants gen‐
erating $7.4 million in economic impact.

The National Softball Association (NSA) recently presented Spartanburg County with two awards
highlighting North Spartanburg Park and 295 Park. These awards reflect the hard work, dedication and
teamwork within the Parks Department. A special thanks goes to the Park Operations and Park Maintenance
teams for assisting with the operation of tournaments and for keeping the parks in great condition. These
collaborative efforts have helped Spartanburg County facilities earn the distinction of NSA’s Outstanding

50 + Wellness

The Woodruff Garden Club donated (and planted) a
Japanese Maple Tree at the Woodruff Leisure Center.

The Spartanburg Council on Aging site, in
Woodruff, held an old fashioned tea party.

Our instructors are keeping it fun and exciting
with Pajama Day at Silver Sneakers.
The Spartanburg Council on Aging site, in Boiling Springs, enjoyed a
Thanksgiving meal together.

Volunteers at the Northwest Community
Center bake a cake for the program par‐
ticipants. The Department’s 50+ program
is very appreciative of the dedicated
volunteers that work hard to ensure the
program runs smoothly.

The Spartanburg Council on Aging sites in Spartanburg and
Pacolet came together for a Thanksgiving Lunch. They
were joined by the City of Spartanburg’s SWAT Team.
Before lunch, the SWAT Team led the seniors in exercise,
and the seniors led the SWAT Team in BINGO.

After Class Enrichment

The ACE program at Carlisle‐Foster’s Grove
Elementary School partnered with the Upstate
Family Resource Center and New Spring Church
to ensure that those less fortunate in their
community had a reason to be thankful this year
by collecting food items that made up a
complete Thanksgiving meal in a bag. Each bag
included 2 canned vegetables, cranberry sauce,
potatoes, rice or pasta, macaroni and cheese,
stuffing mix, cornbread or biscuit mix, dessert
and gravy. For each completed bag, New Spring
Church donated a turkey to go along with the
bagged meal. The children in the ACE program
got to decorate the bags with pictures and
messages. The ACE program set a goal of 50
completed bags and surpassed their goal by
completing 66 bags for members of the
community!

Employee Updates
Bates McKinney has been
promoted to Recreation
Coordinator II – 50+ Wellness from
her position as Site Coordinator II –
50+ Wellness. Bates earned her
Bachelor’s degree in Psychology
from Furman University and her
Master’s degree in General Experi‐
mental Psychology from
Appalachian State.

Bates McKinney

Sydney Lax joins the 50+ Wellness
Team as Site Coordinator II. Sydney
was promoted from a her part‐time
position as a counselor with our
after‐school program. Sydney holds
an Associate’s degree in Business
from the University of Southern
Indiana.

Sydney Lax

Sarah Hobbs joins the department as Site Coordinator II at Cleveland
Park. Sarah received her Bachelor’s degree from Clemson University
where she studied Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management.
Congratulations to Matt Arms for earning his Certified Playground Safety
Inspector certification. Matt recently took the three‐day course and
passed his exam with flying colors. All maintenance supervisors are now
certified to help keep our playgrounds safe for all to use.
Sarah Hobbs

Congratulations to Will
Beeker for completing
his Wilderness First Aid
Certification. Will is a
Recreation Assistant for
the Outdoor Recreation
Team. He enjoys leading
hikes and teaching our
community fly fishing
courses.
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Park Projects and Maintenance
The old tennis court fencing
at Sunny Acres Park (Pacolet)
is coming down

Turf Planer of the Carolinas is grading the infield dirt/grass edge for a smooth and
safe transition on all tournament fields including TRP, 295 and North Spartanburg.

The initial construction and design of the
Holston Creek Mountain Bike Trails is
underway.
Phase one of the disc golf course design in
Woodruff is complete. The initial cutting of
fairways has begun. Phase two of the
design will start in December.

Linville Hills Park picnic shelter is being installed

The Park Maintenance team is install‐
ing bullpen gates at Tyger River Park.

The Parks Maintenance team worked with Carlisle Foster’s
Grove Elementary School to provide site preparation
for a new playground.

