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Department Spotlight #1
We were proud to help plan and host County
Council Chairman Jeff Horton’s retirement party at
Cleveland Park Event Center on December 17th!

Congratulations Chairman Horton and thank you for
your 24 years of service to Spartanburg County!

Department Spotlight #2
Every year, our staff looks
forward to purchasing gifts
for students in need from
the South Carolina School
for the Deaf and the Blind.
We spend our own money
and time on this every
December, and we
wouldn’t have it any other
way!

The school provides a list
for each child, and we
work as a group to fulfill as
many of their wishes as
possible.
This year, we delivered
gifts to 18 students. Seeing
the smiles on their faces as
they unwrapped their gifts
is hands-down our favorite
part of the day!

Get Connected
Spartanburg Parks

spartanburgparks
We love seeing so many people using #spartanburgparks
to share their favorite moments in our parks and
recreation centers. Here are a few of our recent favorites!

The Reviews Are In...
We are so excited to share this positive review
of Tyger River Park one of our Instagram
followers posted!
“There is a park (Tyger River Park) down the street
from where Kelly, Hank and I live. We really enjoy
walking/rolling here. This park has an unusually high
volume of breathtaking sunsets. There is a lot going
on at this park, but I am grateful for the exercise
equipment that is accessible to people with
disabilities. The equipment is dispersed throughout
the park and is inclusive for people with all types of
physical abilities. If you have never experienced a
disability before or have been close to someone
who has, it can be easy to overlook things that will
make the environment inclusive for everyone. So
cheers to Spartanburg Parks for making a conscious
effort to make their parks inclusive to all citizens.”

Community Centers
For the first time ever, each of our community
centers held a Christmas event, with all of them being a big
hit! We offered these events for free to the community and
hundreds of people showed up to celebrate the season
with us!

We celebrated Grinchmas at Lake Cooley, with the help
of SJWD, who provided the dinner for our party!

We kept the Grinchmas theme going at the Woodruff
Leisure Center, where we held a Grinch themed
candy cane hunt!

Community Centers

We held a Deck the Halls Ornament Decorating Party
at the Timken Community Center, complete with
hot chocolate!

We hosted a Movie Night with Santa at the TW Edwards
Center, where we watched The Santa Clause 3 and
snacked on plenty of popcorn!

Community Centers

All aboard! We threw a Polar Express Party at the
Chesnee Community Center!
The Chesnee Elementary
School Chorus stopped
by to spread some
Christmas cheer at the
Chesnee Community
Center!

Rebecca Riley, one of our
after-school
participants at the Chesnee
Community Center, used
our craft room to make this
quilt for her brother for
Christmas.

50+ Wellness
We had several 50+ Wellness Day Tripper outings in
December, including two stops in Greenville where
we saw Hamilton and the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.
Both performances were phenomenal!

50+ Wellness
Our Seniors Take Charge
2018 series wrapped up with
a Holidays Around the World
party at Cleveland Park. The
group learned about
holiday traditions across the
globe, through games,
crafts and music.

It was rainy and cold, but that didn’t stop the Boiling
Springs group from taking part in the Boiling Springs
Christmas Parade. They smiled, waved and handed
out candy while decked out in their favorite festive
attire!

Korey Manley
taught a
Christmas painting
class to the 50+
group at the
Woodruff
Leisure Center.

#teamwork
We can do so many wonderful things ourselves, but we can do
even greater things together. Our partners are invaluable!

At the holiday events at our
community centers, we collected new, unwrapped
toys. We worked with local charities and churches to
make sure the donations were given to families in
need in our community.

Park Improvements

We installed new signs at several of our parks
this month, including Gordon Henry, Linville Hills
and Arkwright Park!

Old Canaan Road Park
received a playground
upgrade, with the installation of this new Ten Spin!

Park Improvements

These empty spaces will soon be home to new
playgrounds at Gordon Henry Park and Lake
Cooley Park! The land has been cleared and
construction will begin soon.
One of the bridges on
the Va-Du-Mar disc golf
course was washed
away because of all
the rain we’ve had this
winter, so our
maintenance crews
worked quickly to
rebuild it!

Park Improvements

We’ve cleared out all of the
dead plants to make way
for all the new planting we’ll
be doing in the spring at the
Woodruff Leisure Center
and the Chesnee
Community Center.

Staff Development
Rebekah Morgan, Recreation
Coordinator at the Woodruff
Leisure Center, was selected to
be a part of the 2019 Grassroots
Leadership Development
Institute through the Spartanburg
County Foundation. GLDI is an
intense seven-month leadership
training program designed to
equip participants with the
knowledge, skill-set and
resources to be effective in
leading change through
Spartanburg County and
beyond.

Storm Ewing, Site Coordinator II at the TW Edwards Center
and Brittany Sandifer, Recreation Assistant in Outdoor
Recreation, successfully completed a weekend-long
Wilderness First Aid class.

